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The Pre-Major in Astronomy Program (Pre-MAP)
Pre-MAP is for UW freshmen, sophomores, and incoming transfer students interested in science 

who are underrepresented in Astronomy.  As a Pre-MAP student, you will take an introductory 
Astronomy course (ASTR 102) and a seminar (ASTR 192) in which you will learn research skills, 

conduct cutting-edge astronomy research and receive one-on-one mentoring.

SeminarSeminar
Pre-MAP students meet in a small Pre-MAP students meet in a small 
seminar 3 times a week to learn seminar 3 times a week to learn 
astronomical computer skills and astronomical computer skills and 
work on their research projects.  work on their research projects.  

They also practice science writiing They also practice science writiing 
and giving presentations.  There is and giving presentations.  There is 

still time for reviewing exams, still time for reviewing exams, 
learning about scholarships and learning about scholarships and 
discovering new opportunities at discovering new opportunities at 

UW.UW.

Field TripsField Trips
Pre-MAP builds community through Pre-MAP builds community through 

planetarium shows, pizza parties planetarium shows, pizza parties 
and free field trips.  In past trips, our and free field trips.  In past trips, our 

students have visited astronomy students have visited astronomy 
observatories around the Pacific observatories around the Pacific 

Northwest; even sometimes having Northwest; even sometimes having 
a chance to use the telescopes a chance to use the telescopes 

themselves!themselves!

ResearchResearch
Guided by the seminar leader, Guided by the seminar leader, 

Pre-MAP students select a research Pre-MAP students select a research 
project and work on it in small project and work on it in small 

groups.  One group of Pre-MAP groups.  One group of Pre-MAP 
students searched for supernovae students searched for supernovae 

(huge stellar explosions) in new (huge stellar explosions) in new 
images taken by the state-of-the-art images taken by the state-of-the-art 

Sloan Digital Sky Survey.Sloan Digital Sky Survey.

www.astro.washington.edu/premap
premap@astro.washington.edu


